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SOURCE: 42 FR 62680, Dec. 13, 1977, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 715.10 Information collection. 
The information collection require-

ments contained in 30 CFR 715.13(d); 
715.17 (b)(1)(v) and (j)(3); 715.18(b) (2) 
and (6); and 715.19 (b), (c), (d) and (e)(4) 
have been approved by the Office of 
Management and Budget under 44 
U.S.C. 3507 and assigned clearance 
number 1029–0007. The information is 
being collected to meet the perform-
ance standards in section 515(b)(2) of 
P.L. 95–87 and are applicable during the 
initial regulatory program. This infor-
mation will be used by OSM in meas-
uring compliance with the performance 
standards until permanent programs 
are in effect in the States. The obliga-
tion to respond is mandatory. 

[47 FR 33685, Aug. 4, 1982] 

§ 715.11 General obligations. 
(a) Compliance. All surface coal min-

ing and reclamation operations con-
ducted on lands where any element of 
the operations is regulated by a State 
shall comply with the initial perform-
ance standards of this part according 
to the time schedule specified in 
§ 710.11. Part 717 of this chapter estab-
lishes performance standards for sur-
face effects of underground coal mines. 
Initial regulations regarding the spe-
cial Initial Performance Standards are 
established by part 716 of this chapter 
for— 

(1) Surface coal mining operations on 
steep slopes; 

(2) Surface coal mining operations in-
volving mountaintop removal; 

(3) Special bituminous coal mines; 
(4) Anthracite surface coal mining 

operations; 
(5) Surface coal mining operations in 

Alaska; and 
(6) Surface coal mining operations on 

prime farmlands. 
Where State environmental protection 
standards are adopted for a specific 
State because they are more stringent 
than the standards of parts 715, 716, and 
717, they will be published in part 718 of 
this chapter. 

(b) Authorizations to operate. A copy of 
all current permits, licenses, approved 
plans, or other authorizations to oper-

ate the mine shall be available for in-
spection at or near the mine site. 

(c)(1) Mine maps. Any person con-
ducting surface coal mining and rec-
lamation operations on and after May 
3, 1978, shall submit two copies of an 
accurate map of the mine and permit 
area at a scale of 1:6000 or larger. The 
map shall show as of May 3, 1978, the 
lands from which coal has not yet been 
removed and the lands and structures 
which have been used or disturbed to 
facilitate mining. One copy of the mine 
map shall be submitted to the State 
regulatory authority and one copy 
shall be submitted to the Regional Di-
rector, OSM, before July 3, 1978. 

(2) In addition to the requirements of 
paragraph (c)(1) of this section, any 
person who conducted surface coal 
mining and reclamation operations 
pursuant to a small operator’s exemp-
tion shall submit before March 15, 1979, 
two copies of an accurate map of each 
mine showing the permit area at a 
scale of 1:6000 or larger. One copy shall 
be submitted to the state regulatory 
authority and one copy to the appro-
priate Regional Director, OSM. The 
map shall show as of December 31, 1978 
or the expiration date of the exemption 
(whichever is earlier) the lands from 
which coal had not yet been removed, 
the lands and structures which had 
been used or disturbed to facilitate 
mining, and the lands which had not 
been disturbed. The map need not be 
submitted if these areas have already 
been shown on mine maps submitted to 
the state regulatory authority, if a 
copy is available to the appropriate Re-
gional Director pursuant to paragraph 
(c)(1) of this section or 30 CFR 720.13(b). 

(d) Indian lands—(1) Mine maps. Any 
person conducting surface coal mining 
and reclamation operations on Indian 
lands under this part shall submit no 
fewer than 7 copies of an accurate map 
of the mine and authorized mining 
areas at a scale of 1:6000 or larger. The 
map shall show, as of December 16, 
1977, the lands where coal has not yet 
been removed and the lands and struc-
tures that have been used or disturbed 
to facilitate surface coal mining oper-
ations. 

(2) Consultation with tribal govern-
ments. Any requirement in this part for 
consultation with or notification to 
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State and local governments shall be 
interpreted as requiring, in like man-
ner, consultation with or notification 
to tribal governments. OSM shall con-
sult with the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
with respect to special requirements 
relating to the protection of noncoal 
resources and with the Bureau of Land 
Management with respect to the re-
quirements relating to the develop-
ment, production, and recovery of min-
eral resources on Indian lands. 

[42 FR 62680, Dec. 13, 1977, as amended at 44 
FR 6682, Feb. 1, 1979; 59 FR 43419, Aug. 23, 
1994] 

§ 715.12 Signs and markers. 

(a) Specifications. All signs required 
to be posted shall be of a standard de-
sign that can be seen and read easily 
and shall be made of durable material. 
The signs and other markers shall be 
maintained during all operations to 
which they pertain and shall conform 
to local ordinances and codes. 

(b) Mine and permit identification 
signs. Signs identifying the mine area 
shall be displayed at all points of ac-
cess to the permit area from public 
roads and highways. Signs shall show 
the name, business address, and tele-
phone number of the permittee and 
identification numbers of current min-
ing and reclamation permits or other 
authorizations to operate. Such signs 
shall not be removed until after release 
of all bonds. 

(c) Perimeter markers. The perimeter 
of the permit area shall be clearly 
marked by durable and easily recog-
nized markers, or by other means ap-
proved by the regulatory authority. 

(d) Buffer zone markers. Buffer zones 
as defined in § 715.17 shall be marked in 
a manner consistent with the perim-
eter markers along the interior bound-
ary of the buffer zone. 

(e) Blasting signs. If blasting is nec-
essary to conduct surface coal mining 
operations, signs reading ‘‘Blasting 
Area’’ shall be displayed conspicuously 
at the edge of blasting areas along ac-
cess and haul roads within the mine 
property. Signs reading ‘‘Blasting 
Area’’ and explaining the blasting 
warning and all-clear signals shall be 
posted at all entrances to the permit 
area. 

(f) Topsoil markers. Where topsoil or 
other vegetation-supporting material 
is segregated and stockpiled according 
to § 715.16(c), the stockpiled material 
shall be marked. Markers shall remain 
in place until the material is removed. 

§ 715.13 Postmining use of land. 
(a) General. All disturbed areas shall 

be restored in a timely manner (1) to 
conditions that are capable of sup-
porting the uses which they were capa-
ble of supporting before any mining, or 
(2) to higher or better uses achievable 
under criteria and procedures of para-
graph (d) of this section. 

(b) Determining premining use of land. 
The premining uses of land to which 
the postmining land use is compared 
shall be those uses which the land pre-
viously supported if the land had not 
been previously mined and had been 
properly managed. 

(1) The postmining land use for land 
that has been previously mined and not 
reclaimed shall be judged on the basis 
of the highest and best use that can be 
achieved and is compatible with sur-
rounding areas. 

(2) The postmining land use for land 
that has received improper manage-
ment shall be judged on the basis of the 
premining use of surrounding lands 
that have received proper manage-
ment. 

(3) If the premining use of the land 
was changed within 5 years of the be-
ginning of mining, the comparison of 
postmining use to premining use shall 
include a comparison with the historic 
use of the land as well as its use imme-
diately preceding mining. 

(c) Land-use categories. Land use is 
categorized in the following groups. 
Change from one to another land use 
category in premining to postmining 
constitutes an alternate land use and 
the permittee shall meet the require-
ments of paragraph (d) of this section 
and all other applicable environmental 
protection performance standards of 
this chapter. 

(1) Heavy industry. Manufacturing fa-
cilities, powerplants, airports or simi-
lar facilities. 

(2) Light industry and commercial serv-
ices. Office buildings, stores, parking 
facilities, apartment housed, motels, 
hotels, or similar facilities. 
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